
  

Quick, make me this app!



  

What is Spec?
● A framework to build Graphic User Interfaces
● In the spirit of Model View Presenter (but not exactly that)
● Declarative
● It supports different back-ends 

– Morphic
– GTK3



  

Why desktop?

● Web applications are “hype”, and indeed they 
have some advantages (and drawbacks too).

● But desktop applications are here to stay: there 
are tons of use cases where they are suitable.

● Pharo supplies both (but we are going to talk 
about desktop here, web apps is the next talk) :)



  

Why GTK3?

● Full suite of UI elements + many libraries that we 
can reuse (Vte, WebKitGtk, etc.)

● Stable (more than 20yrs)
● Maintained (recently achieved 4th version)
● Portable (even if developed with Linux in mind)



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Status in a nutshell

● Reaching v1.0
– Not yet there, but API is stable and will not change.

● Widgets and layouts enough to allow a “standard” 
application to work both in Morphic and GTK 
back-ends.
– Bloc ongoing, but this is early steps yet



  

Use case : Analyze some data

● Typical scenario while doing science
● The kind of program you want to produce results 

but do not want to spend much time on it.



  

Showcase: Managing Stef books



  

(collection : SF
(author : Adam, Douglas

(serie : books
(title : Le guide du voyageur inter-galactique (read : true) (style : comic english 

humour) (summary : un gars est capture par un vaisseau spatial et il lui arrive plein d'histoire 
aussi debiles les unes que les autres))

(title : H2G2 2 (price : 2) (read : false) (style : comic english humour))
(title : H2G2 3 (price : 2) (read : false) (style : comic english humour))
(title : H2G2 4 (price : 2) (read : false) (style : comic english humour)))

)
(author : Benassaya, Romain

(serie : books 
(title : Arca (read : false)))

)
(author : Cazeault, Patrice

(serie : Averia 
(title :  Laika Kodos (number : 3) (read : false))
(title :  Myr Chernova  (number : 2) (read : false))
(title :  Seki Annika (number : 3) (read : false))

)
     …
)

Data = D-Lists 
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